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osity. He was also respected by the Indians because he had reared a 
voung Indian girl and then later married her. 

John W. Witt acted as bishop of the ward temporarily for several 
months and in December, 1867, President Young appointed Abram Hatch 
of Lehi, Utah County. as the new bishop of the ward. 

Near Christmas time he left Utah County with his family and started 
for Heber and his new calling. It happened to be a very cold, rainy day 
and the canyon roads were bad, so William Averett, Robert Lindsay 
and Orson Hicken were dispatched to help the new bishop and his family 
make the journey. 


His coming to the valley opened a new era in the lives of the people, 
for not only wa shop Hatch an able Church administrator but he 
was also a man of sound business and financial judgment. Leaders 
called in the past had been particularly fitted for the pioneering work of 
the new area, but the community was established now and growing 
rapidly. The business experience of Bishop Hatch was to serve the 
people well during the 33 years he held positions of Church leadership 
in the area. 

In addition to establishing a community store and strengthening the 
Church organization, Bishop Hatch encouraged the people to build better 
and more convenient homes and more adequate roads. He also played 
an important role in construction of a canal that benefitted the people of 
Heber and vicinity for many years. 

During 1872 and 1873 Bishop Hatch directed the building of a social 
hall on main street. It was used for town meetings, Church services, 
dances and theatrical performances and served for many years. 

Then in 1877 the area had grown sufficiently that the Church offi- 
cials decided to orge ke in the area. On July 14 and 15, 1877, 
Elders John Taylor and ranklin D. Richards of the Council of the 
Twelve Apostles came to Heber to effect the organization. 


Bishop Hatch was called as the first stake president with Thomas 
H. Giles as first counselor and Henry S. Alexander, second counselor. 
Charles Shelton was sustained as stake clerk. High councilmen sustained 
were Joseph S. Murdock, John W. Witt, Isaac Baum, John Muir, James 
J. Howe, John McDonald, Gustavus Johnson, Henry McMullin, Sr., 
George W. Brown, Attewall Wootton, Sr.. Henry Clegg and Daniel 
Bigelow. 

At the same time Heber was divided into two wards with all those 
living east of Main Street included in the East Ward and all those west 
of Main Street in the West Ward. Thomas Rasband was ordained bishop 
of the East Ward with John Muir and Harmon Cummings as counselors 
and William Forman was chosen to head the West Ward with John 
Crook and George T. Giles as his counselors. 

The stake, as organized, extended into Uintah County on the east, 
north into what is now Summit County and covered all of Wasatch 
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County. The wards at that time were Heber East, Heber West, Mid- 
way, Wallsburg. Charleston, Buysville, Upper Daniels, Center, Lake 
Creek, Francis, Benchcreek, Elkhorn, Riverdale and Woodland. In 
Uintah County there were Ashley Center, Mill District, Ashley Fork 
and Merrill Wards. 

Some of the stake officers appointed at the time of stake organiza- 
tion were Thomas Todd, president of the Elders Quorum with Orson 
Hicken and Henry Ohlwiler as counselors. John M. Murdock was 
named president of the High Priests Quorum with John Jordan and Char- 
les N. Carroll as counselors. Thomas Rasband was appointed to pre- 
side over the priests. Thomas Hicken Sr. to preside over teachers and 
J. Heber Moulton over the deacons. William Forman was named to 
act as the agent for the Presiding Bishop of the Church. Emma Brown 


